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INTRODUCTION 
The Royal Drawing School is a specialist education organisation and charity based in London. Founded with the aim of 
raising the standard and profile of observational drawing, the School delivers its mission through its postgraduate-level 
Drawing Year, its Foundation Year for school-leavers and through a wide range of full and part time courses for adults and 
children of all ages and abilities.  Teaching over 1000 students a week and running more than 250 courses annually, the 
School operates from studios at its main home in Shoreditch, at Trinity Buoy Wharf in Docklands and in the museums, 
galleries, parks and on the streets of London. A vibrant international artist residency programme ensures the growth of the 
School’s global reputation. Courses are delivered by a specialist faculty of over 75 practising artists and are heavily 
subsidised, with a wide range of scholarships and concessions making them accessible to all, regardless of background or 
circumstance. 
 
To learn more about the school and its programmes please visit the website: https://royaldrawingschool.org.  
 

 

The School’s aims 

• To raise the standard and profile of drawing from observation through teaching and practice. 
• To disseminate, both nationally and internationally, the central place of drawing from observation within the 

larger field of art production, including fine art, illustration, photography, film-making, architecture, graphic and 
product design and fashion. 

• To maintain the School's reputation as the pre-eminent UK art school specialising in drawing from observation 
and focused on meeting the needs of today’s aspiring and emerging artists. 

• To secure the School’s long-term financial sustainability as an organisation of its current size and scope; raising 
the second half of the School’s £28 million endowment campaign is a critical element in securing this ambition. 

• To offer full scholarships to all thirty students accepted each year on the School's prestigious postgraduate-level 
Drawing Year. 

• To increase the self-funding potential of the Foundation Year for school-leavers considering higher education and 
careers in a wide spectrum of creative enterprise. 

• To broaden access for students of all ages and all abilities who want to learn to draw by providing an extensive 
programme of specialist drawings classes for the public. 

• To broaden diversity amongst the School’s trustees, faculty, staff and students 
• To build the School’s reputation for excellence as an independent charity 
• To secure the School’s permanent future within UK art education as an important legacy of HRH The Prince of 

Wales  
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THE ROLE 
 
The Royal Drawing School will be celebrating its 20th anniversary in 2020. Over the past two decades it has matured into a 
world-class specialist educational resource of acknowledged excellence in its field and a valued part of the UK art 
education landscape.  The School is now seeking to appoint a Chair of Trustees who will inherit a firm foundation of 
success and a growing international reputation, and who will take the School forward to the next level and secure its long-
term financial sustainability.  
 
The role of the Chair 

The role of the Chair of the Board of Trustees is to: 

• Provide open and positive leadership, inspiring trust and encouraging all members to make a full contribution 
and work effectively as a team in the fulfilment of all aspects of their roles and responsibilities; 

• Act in an ambassadorial role to promote the interests of the School in order to further its strategic aims. This will 
include advocating in relation to fundraising and strategic developments and representing the School at public 
and private events; 

• Develop an effective partnership with the executive team in meeting the needs of students, staff and faculty and 
to continuously improve the services it provides; 

• Set the tone for excellent and constructive working relationships between the School and its supporters and other 
external stakeholders; 

• Ensure the Board provides constructive challenge and direction to the senior leadership team; 
• Ensure the board operates high standards of governance and probity and operates in accordance with its code of 

conduct and rules and by-laws; 
• Ensure the Board determines the educational character, mission and strategic direction of the School and has 

oversight of its activities. 
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PERSON SPECIFICATION 
 

The School’s new Chair should have the standing and experience to: 

 

• Demonstrate a strong personal commitment to the visual arts and education, as well as the values, aims and 

objectives of the School as an independent charity; 

• Have strong chairing, leadership and inter-personal skills which promote a harmonious working environment, 

effective decision-making and constructive debate in analysing and reviewing complex issues and weighing up 

conflicting opinions; 

• Be an experienced fundraiser and a convincing and persuasive force amongst the School’s donors;  

• Act fairly and impartially in the interests of the School as a whole, using independent judgement and maintaining 

confidentiality as appropriate; and possess the highest standards of integrity and honesty; 

• Be committed to broadening diversity amongst the School’s trustees, faculty, staff and students; 

• Be an effective and diplomatic communicator who will enhance the School’s engagement with its royal and other 

key stakeholders;  

• Have an international mind set; 
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• Be able to motivate and enthuse trustees and the School’s executive team in developing and implementing a 

clear strategic plan to secure the School’s long-term sustainability; 

• Have strong financial acumen and to be an effective bridge to the School’s Investment Committee; 

• Take an entrepreneurial approach in considering new opportunities for the School to extend its work and 

generate earned income; 

• Be a thoughtful source of advice and support to the School’s executive team.  
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TERMS OF APPOINTMENT 
 

• This is an unpaid, non-executive position though reasonable expenses will be paid. 
• The total time commitment is expected to be circa 2-3 days a month alongside events. 

 

HOW TO APPLY 
 
Saxton Bampfylde Ltd is acting as an employment agency advisor to the Royal Drawing School on this appointment.  
 
Candidates should apply for this role through our website at www.saxbam.com/appointments, using code EAEASA 
 
Click on the ‘apply’ button and follow the instructions to upload a CV and cover letter. 
 
The closing date for applications is noon on Friday 26th April 2019.  
 
GDPR personal data notice 
According to GDPR guidelines, we are only able to process your Sensitive Personal Data (racial or ethnic origin, 
political opinions, religious or philosophical beliefs, trade union membership, genetic data, biometric data, health, sex 
life, or sexual orientation) with your express consent. You will be asked to complete a consent form when you apply 
and please do not include any Sensitive Personal Data within your CV (although this can be included in your covering 
letter if you wish to do so), remembering also not to include contact details for referees without their prior 
agreement. 
 
The equal opportunities monitoring online form will not be shared with anyone involved in assessing your application. 
Please complete as part of the application process.  
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Saxton Bampfylde 
LONDON 
9 Savoy Street 
London WC2E 7EG 
 
EDINBURGH 
46 Melville Street 
Edinburgh EH3 7HF 
 
saxbam.com 
 
Partners in Panorama -  Search around the world 
panoramasearch.com  
 


