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Welcome from Clarrie Wallis, Director 
As Turner Contemporary’s new Director, I am delighted to support the appointment of a new Chair to guide us forward into our second decade. 

In ten years, we have welcomed over 3.6 million visitors and the next decade offers significant opportunities. We plan to develop the gallery’s profile and reputation by 
providing substantial opportunities for international artists to make ambitious exhibitions and position Turner Contemporary as a platform for learning in the 
broadest possible sense. Our coastal location offers a focus for the work we want to do to amplify artists’ concerns about the climate emergency, with a particular 
emphasis on our proximity to the sea. We will also look to embed environmental concerns throughout the gallery’s programme, infrastructure, and networks. 

At the heart of our work is a commitment to artistic excellence. We celebrate the art of the past and the present in all its complexity,  supporting artistic risk-taking and 
deep scholarship, shared with all our audiences in the gallery, through our learning programme and across our digital spaces. 

The gallery is widely recognised as an essential catalyst for the regeneration of East Kent and has a strong track record of driving positive impact through the arts. 
Margate has become one of the most exciting creative hubs in the UK with a growing arts scene but Thanet's economy is fragile. Our activities continue to reflect a 
commitment to inspire through art and look to develop social and economic impacts that help tackle challenges. 

Positioning ourselves as a cultural anchor, we want to foster relationships and build new networks between artists, art professionals, and organisations, promote a 
more creative, connected community, and transform our business model to support our vision. By 2030 I hope Turner Contemporary will be recognised for its ground-
breaking programme, working with the most influential artists of our time, and its deep connection with its diverse local communities – connecting art, people, and 
place. 

I hope you feel inspired by our vision. 

Clarrie Wallis 
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Letter from Clive Stevens, Current Chair 

I have been involved with Turner Contemporary for over 13 years, first as a founding Trustee and latterly as Chair for the last 6 years. It has been an honour and a 
truly wonderful experience.  

We were delighted to appoint Clarrie Wallis as our new Director and to see her vision for the gallery develop since she took up her role in January. As an organisation 
we are fully focussed on building upon and expanding the success the gallery has achieved in the last 12 years as place that celebrates the creativity of art and artists 
and serves a diverse range of communities - local, national, international. 

It’s now time to for me pass on the baton to the next Chair of Turner Contemporary. It is a fantastic opportunity to influence the development of the gallery and the 
ongoing regeneration of Margate and the wider Kent area. Turner Contemporary has been a catalyst for the regeneration of my home town. I am particularly proud of 
its learning programme which has increased skills and aspiration in the local community and that we are also national leaders in skills development for young people. 
Turner Contemporary’s track record speaks for itself, and we are committed to making sure the work of the gallery has real impact for as many people as possible.  

If you have skills and experience that will contribute to our vision, then please let us know. 

Clive Stevens 
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An introduction 

Turner Contemporary is one of the UK’s favourite art galleries. Celebrating Margate’s 
connection with the painter JMW Turner (1775 – 1851) our programme offers free 

access to creative and cultural experiences. Working with Kent County Council we have 
established a locally embedded, nationally significant gallery connecting art, people, 
and place. We are renowned for our innovative exhibitions and learning programme, 

and our David Chipperfield designed building is recognised as an important 
architectural icon. 

Entry to the gallery is free. To ensure our doors stay open to all, we rely on the support 
of our funders, patrons, sponsors, and supporters which include Kent County Council 
and Arts Council England. 
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Built on the site of the former guest house where 
Turner visited, you can see the skies that inspired much 
of his work from our windows. We exist to celebrate 
Turner’s spirit of radical enquiry 

We support artists at different stages of their 
careers. Exhibitions range from first solo shows by 
artists such as Michael Armitage and Larry 
Achiampong that develop artistic talent, to survey 
exhibitions of internationally renowned figures 
including Tracey Emin, Akram Zaatari & Steve 
McQueen 

Turner Contemporary celebrated its tenth birthday in 
2021, having welcomed over 3.6 million visitors 

Based on economic impact reports from 2011 – 2019 
it is estimated that Turner Contemporary contributed 
£70 million to the Kent economy 

The gallery’s activities reflect a commitment to 
inspire through art and look to develop social as well 
as economic impacts that help tackle local challenges 
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Turner Contemporary’s pioneering Learning 
programme works with thousands of children, 
young people, and adults every year 

 

 

The gallery is committed to ensuring that its work 
is relevant and representative of diverse 
audiences, particularly those in its immediate 
vicinity  

 

We foster relationships and build networks 
between artists, art professionals, and 
organisations looking to increase co-production 
opportunities and champion a more creative 
connected community 

 

We are committed to directing our everyday 
decisions toward creating a sustainable future and 
are members of Julie’s Bicycle and the Gallery 
Climate Coalition 
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The role 
PURPOSE OF POST 

Turner Contemporary is looking for an outstanding Chair to lead the Board and work with the Director to ensure the gallery achieves its ambitions. The Chair will 
provide leadership and direction to the Board of Trustees, enabling the Board to fulfil its responsibilities for the overall governance and strategic direction of Turner 
Contemporary. 

MAIN RESPONSIBILITIES 

• Provide strategic leadership, chairing Board meetings, brokering effective
debate and collective decision-making. Ensuring that Trustees continue to
be fully engaged and that decisions are taken to maximise Turner
Contemporary’s lasting impact.  Working closely with the Chief Executive to
give direction to Board activities and to ensure meetings are well-planned,
meaningful and reflect the responsibilities of the Trustees

• Build and maintain relationships with important stakeholders in
government/related bodies (including Kent County Council, Arts Council
England and the Charity Commission), across the visual arts arena, in the
local community and with businesses, trusts and individuals

• Act as an ambassador for Turner Contemporary promoting the current
offer and future vision, working closely with the Chief Executive to build
strategic alliances and networks and increase funding and raise the profile
of the organisation. Act as a spokesperson for the organisation and
represent the gallery at external meetings and events

• Support fundraising through sourcing potential donors and encouraging
and supporting others to do so; meet with potential and existing donors

• Develop and maintain a strong working relationship with the Director,
ensuring that they are held to account for achieving agreed strategic

objectives. Meet regularly with the Director to maintain an overview of 
Turner Contemporary’s affairs and to ensure the Director has the 
opportunity for professional development and appropriate external 
professional support 

• Lead on Board recruitment and development, monitoring the
effectiveness of the Board as a whole and its sub-committees and
ensuring the skills and experience of individual trustees are fully utilised

• Work in partnership with the Director and the Board to set and regularly
review the strategic aims, mission and values of the organisation. Lead the
process of recruiting a new Director should a vacancy arise

• Support the development of the business plan and the evaluation of
performance against agreed targets, including the Investment Principles
outlined in Arts Council England ‘Let’s Create Strategy 2020 – 2030’

• Ensure major risks are reviewed and responded to appropriately by the
organisation

• Ensure that Turner Contemporary complies with charity law and company
law and that Turner Contemporary functions within the legal and financial
requirements of a charitable trust and any other legislation or regulations
that apply to it.
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Image credit: Turner Contemporary - Wayfinder: Larry Achiampong and JMW Turner curated by Larry Achiampong - Reece Straw 
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Person specification 
The successful candidate will be a dynamic and communicative leader, 
capable of winning trust, and will bring: 

• Excellent relationship-building and communication skills. Willing and able to
take on the important ambassadorial role for Turner Contemporary and
represent the gallery across a wide range of external stakeholders including
funders, partners, and policymakers

• Capacity for strategic thinking for ambitions and longer-term development of
Turner Contemporary as an internationally renowned arts organisation

• Passion for the visual arts and the power of art to transform lives

• Sufficient time, energy, enthusiasm, drive, and determination

• Ability and contacts to support philanthropic and other forms of fundraising

• Experience of working at Board level, ideally with prior experience in a chairing
capacity, whether in the commercial, public, or not-for profit sectors

• Strong understanding of governance and the role of a non-executive Chair, with
a focus on leading and developing the Board

• Understanding of the financial drivers at play in arts organisations.
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Beacons (installation view), 2021. Photo by John Sainsbury 
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Terms of appointment 
Trustees are appointed for an initial term of three years which can be renewed by re-election for a further three-year term. 
There are 4 board meetings per year in Margate and there is an expectation that the Chair spend time at the gallery and in Margate outside of this. The estimated time 
commitment is 2-3 days per month.  

How to apply 
Saxton Bampfylde Ltd is acting as an employment agency advisor to Turner Contemporary on this appointment. Please contact Kirsten Hendry on 0131 603 5706 for a 
confidential discussion about the role. 

Candidates should apply for this role through our website at www.saxbam.com/appointments using code EBEFA. 

Click on the ‘apply’ button and follow the instructions to upload a CV and cover letter and complete the online equal opportunities monitoring* form. 

The closing date for applications is noon on Friday 29 July 2022.  

* The equal opportunities monitoring online form will not be shared with anyone involved in assessing your application. Please complete as part of the application 
process.

GDPR personal data notice 
According to GDPR guidelines, we are only able to process your Sensitive Personal Data (racial or ethnic origin, political opinions, religious or philosophical beliefs, 

trade union membership, genetic data, biometric data, health, sex life, or sexual orientation) with your express consent. You will be asked to complete a consent form 

when you apply and please do not include any Sensitive Personal Data within your CV (although this can be included in your covering letter if you wish to do so), 

remembering also not to include contact details for referees without their prior agreement.  

TURNER CONTEMPORARY| CHAIR 
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